Perinatal retinal haemorrhages and development. Follow-up in seven year olds.
Depending on methods of delivery, 7-50% of all children are born with retinal haemorrhages (RH). To assess the prognostic value of extensive RH for the future development of the child, the ophthalmological, neurological and psychological status of 52 children, 26 born with RH and 26 controls, were examined at the age of seven years. There were significant differences between the two groups using only psychological measures. Children with RH performed poorer than the control group, but the results did not point to any particular cerebral areas being affected. However, children with both RH and low socio-economic status were significantly less emotionally stable than the controls. Socio-economic factors also seem to be more highly correlated with later performance than do RH.